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Training and certification of officials is central to USATF’s goal of ensuring fair and safe competitive opportunities for athletes.  As an official gains experience, exposure to correct officiating practices, and additional training, USATF recognizes this skill development through progressive levels of certification as outlined below.  Advancement from one level to another is not automatic; it is earned through diligent service and demonstrated proficiency.
CERTIFICATION & RE-CERTIFICATION PROCESS – See page 3 of this document.

CERTIFICATION LEVELS (Minimum Criteria – set by the National Officials Committee)

Association Level:  Everyone when first certified by USATF will be an Association level official regardless of the number of years they have been officiating.  To become an Association level official, an individual is expected to attend a training clinic, satisfactorily complete an open book examination on the rules of all aspects of the sport, and to be a national member of USATF and the Kentucky Association.

National Level:  After serving as an Association level official (preferably for at least two years), an official seeking the National level must submit a letter of request to the Association Certification Chair, a resume listing meets at which he/she officiated during the prior two years, indicating clinics attended during this period, and meeting any Association-specific requirements for attaining National level certification.  A National level official should be able to head up an event at a major meet in the state or Association and work as an official at a state or national championship.  A National official will be certified in at least one skill at the National level, and may be certified in other skills at the Association or National level.
Master Level:  Master level certification is reserved for a limited number of the most outstanding officials who have achieved mastery in a specific area of officiating.  Through experience, demonstrated competency, and a commitment to high-quality objective officiating,  Master officials have developed the skills necessary to serve in a leadership role in their area of specialization at a major national or international competition.  To be considered for this level, a candidate must provide two written recommendations outlining their qualifications, one from a current Master level official and one from a meet director or coach.  Additionally, a candidate must present a resume listing meets in which he/she officiated during the prior two years and indicate clinics attended during this period.  A candidate must have a minimum of three years experience at the National level, and must indicate his/her mastery from the following categories of officiating:

Starting




Horizontal Jumps


Long Distance Running

Track Events



Throws




Race Walking

Vertical Jumps



Combined Events




A Master level official should serve in a leadership role to develop other officials in his/her area of expertise.  A Master official will be certified in at least one skill at the Master level, and may be certified in other skills at the Association, National, or Master Levels.

Master Referee:  The Master level certification as a referee is reserved for a very small number of outstanding officials who have demonstrated their ability and competence as lead officials and who have a great deal of technical and practical knowledge of the rules.  To be considered for this level, a candidate must (1) take an open-book test on the rules of USATF, the NCAA, and high schools, particularly where they differ significantly from USATF rules; (2) have a minimum of three years experience as a referee in the discipline in which a candidate seeks to be upgraded; (3) have two written letters of recommendation, one from a meet director and one from his/her certification chair, NTO, ATO, or ITO; (4) have a resume from the last three years showing assignments as a National level referee.  Here are the five discipline areas for certification:

Track Referee



Field Referee


Combined Events Referee

Race Walking Referee


Long Distance Running Referee (includes Cross Country)

National Technical Official:  This is an IAAF level of certification that was added in 2002, reserved for Master Level Referees who want to become internationally certified to work international meets in the United States.  It is the first step in IAAF certification.  To be considered, a candidate must be a Master Referee in at least two of the five disciplines (see above) for a minimum of three years in each disci0pline.
Association criteria for certification at the various levels may be more stringent than the national minimums.

TRANSFER OF CERTIFICTION FROM OTHER ASSOCIATIONS

The Kentucky Association will recognize the transfer of an official from another USATF association, with his or her current certification levels, provided they are a member in good standing with the USATF and their former association.  Individuals seeking a transfer-in should contact the Kentucky Certification Chair, Gordon Bocock at (606)271-0714, or e-mail at coachbo@newwavecomm.net, and have their former association certification chair send a letter of recommendation. 

APPEALS – FOR CERTIFICATION LEVEL REDUCTION OR FOR DENIAL OR CERTIFICATION LEVEL UPGRADE

Kentucky certified officials who wish to appeal a downgrade in their certification level or the denial of their request for upgrade of certification level may submit an appeal to the Kentucky Association President or the USATF National Officials Committee or the USATF Certification Committee.

	Certification and Recertification for the 2009-2012 Olympiad
Kentucky Association of USATF


CERTIFICATION PROCESS – GENERAL
In Kentucky all certified officials must:

· Be a current member of USA Track and Field.  Join online:  http://www.usatf.org/membership/.
· Submit the National Officials 200902012 Certification Application/Database form (get this at http://www.usatf-co.org/officials/2009CertificationApplication.pdf).
· Submit the appropriate Rules Review answer sheet, see:  http://www.usatfofficials.com/certification.html.
· Submit an officiating resume on the Kentucky Resume Form that can be obtained from your Certification Chair by e-mail (coachbo@newwavecomm.net).
· Attend an officials training clinic that will be held all over Kentucky (if you would like one in your area contact your certification chair to set up a date.  

· Pay a $25.00 certification fee to the Kentucky Association of USATF (this is a one-time fee for the 4 year 2009-2012 Olympiad).  It includes the national certification fee and you will receive a USATF Certified Officials photo ID card and identification pin, association expenses for certification, materials and mailings.
Timelines – New officials may apply for initial Association certification at any time.  Certified officials must be recertified for each four year Olympiad period, during the year of the Summer Olympic Games.  Officials who meet the criteria for certification upgrade may request advancement to the National and Master levels at the time they believe they are eligible.

All certifications expire at the end of each four year Olympiad Period (the end of a Summer Olympics).  Certification levels are subject to review each Olympiad, officials inactive or minimally active during the previous Olympiad may have a specific skill area or their entire certification level reduced by one level.  Certification is established for an official on an overall basis, and also for specific event skills – which may range from Association to Master level for that official.

Do not submit your certification requests until you have all of the items for you certification or recertification.

· National USATF Membership number
· 2009-2012 Officials Application and Database form filled out in pencil
· If you want to upgrade have you letter of request to your certification chair and have your two letters of recommendation
· Have your resume of meets and clinics for the past two years for Association and National officials, three years for Master officials.
· Have you check for $25.00 made out to Kentucky USATF Officials Certification
· Be in attendance at one of the certification clinics and present the above material at this time and have your photo taken at the clinic.
· Submit the appropriate Rules Review answer sheet.  Must have 85% on Association Level Tests, 90% on National Level Tests and 95% on Master Level Tests.  Note . . . . .  Download the Rules Review for your particular level from the “Certification Reviews Review” section on the USATF Officials webpage: http://www.usatfofficials.com/certification.html.  Note . . . . . Tests for the 2009-2012 Olympiad or based on the 2008 rule books.
Upon the receipt of all materials the association certification chair will process and send all necessary material to the USATF National Certification for processing and production of your official’s ID card.  These cards will then be returned to the Association Certification Chair for distribution to the various local officials.

PRE ASSOCIATION LEVEL

Prior to becoming a certified official, prospective candidates are encouraged to assist at meets at the “Pre-Association” level for at least six months.  This permits the novice official to gain a range of officiating experience and to appreciate the expectations and responsibilities inherent in being a USATF certified official.  The association will attempt to provide mentoring to guide this official.  Younger prospective officials 15 to 17 years of age are encouraged to get this Pre-Association level so they can train under experienced officials as well as having the same insurance coverage as the Association level officials.

